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Pastor’s Corner 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 

Last month we discussed on an introductory level the concept of Lay Servant       

ministry. The first step in becoming a Lay Servant is to become a Certified Lay  

Servant. This month I want to talk about to additional areas of Lay Servanthood,  

Lay Speaker, and Lay Minister. 

What does a Certified Lay Speaker do? It’s all laid out in our Book of Discipline. 

¶267. I won’t make you read it though. Aren’t I nice? In addition to all that you might 

be asked to do as a Certified Lay Minister, you would also become available to 

PREACH! These requests might come from me, or a District Superintendent, or the 

committee on Lay Servant Ministries. 

What do I need to do to become a Certified Lay Speaker? I’m glad you asked! 

Here are the requirements: 

Be certified as a lay servant (or equivalent as defined by his or her central     

conference)   

Received Pastor and church council or charge conference recommendation. 

Complete track of study as defined in ¶267.3. 

Leading Worship 

Leading Prayer 

Discovering Spiritual Gifts 

Preaching 

United Methodist Heritage and Polity 

Be approved by our Conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries approval 

after interview with and recommendation from the district committee on Lay 

Servant Ministries 

Once I become a Certified Lay Speaker, how do I maintain that? Again, I’m glad 

you asked! Here you go: 

Submit Annual report & renewal application. 

Pastor and church council or charge conference recommendation                  

(part of our annual church conference) 

Lay Servant Ministries advanced course in the last three years 

Conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries approval every three years  

after interview with and recommendation from the district committee on Lay 

Servant Ministries 

Let’s move on to talk about becoming a Certified Lay Minister. If you are someone 

who feels a call to ministry but doesn’t have time and money for education or cannot 

be itinerant (able to move to serve as clergy anywhere you are sent), this could be 

an avenue for you.  

~ Continued on Page 3~ 
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us,
 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.          

Hebrews 12:1-2 

Helen Lemmel was born in England in 1863, but her family moved to Wisconsin when she was still a 

baby. Helen’s dad was a Wesleyan Methodist minister, and Helen grew up with music and the    

Scriptures all around her. When she was in her early twenties, she was able to go to Germany and 

hone her musical abilities with some of the best musical masters of the day.  On her return to     

America, her voice and beauty led to many invitations to sing in the opera and orchestra halls around 

the country. Helen was inspired to use her talents in other, more church-related ways, so she took a 

position of music teacher at the famous Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. There, she taught         

hundreds of students who were training for ministry. She eventually wrote over 500 hymns, and 

many children’s songs as well.  

Her best remembered piece was written in 1918. While visiting a friend, she read a piece by a      

missionary to Africa. One line read, “So then, turn your eyes upon Him, look full into His face, and 

the things of this world will acquire a strange new dimness.”  Immediately, a tune sprang into her 

mind, and she sat down and began composing the hymn we know as Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.  

“Oh soul, are you weary and troubled, no light in the darkness you see?  There’s light for a look at 

the Savior. And life more abundant and free.  Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful 

face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.”  

We all get “weary and troubled.” There are times in everyone’s life where it seems that the darkness 

is winning out over the light.  When those times come, what are we doing?  Are we letting ourselves 

be overwhelmed with grief or self-pity?  Are we angrily cursing the darkness?  Or are we turning our 

eyes toward Jesus?  Our faith needs to be lived out in good times and in bad, but it is those times of 

trouble and suffering where we will choose to respond with anger, fear and despair, or with peace, 

perseverance, and hope.  

We can’t do this by ourselves. But we don’t need to. We have Jesus, our Example and Guide.       

We have the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, and we have that Great Cloud of Witnesses, Christian family 

and friends who are all there to stretch out hands to pull us out of the struggle and back into God’s 

light. The choice is always ours.  I pray that you and I will always choose the light! 

Blessings,  

Dave Kopecky 

 Lay Leader 
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What does a Certified Lay Minister do? A certified lay minister serves as part of their local ministry 

team with the supervision and support of a clergyperson. Their duties might include the following:  

Conduct public worship. 

Cares for the congregation 

Develop new faith communities. 

Preach the Word 

Leads small groups. 

Establish outreach ministries.  

Serve as a class leader.  

Assist in program leadership.  

Engage in specialized ministries after appropriate training such as in parish nursing, church planting, 

men’s ministry, children’s faith formation, congregational care, and more. 

What are the requirements to become a Certified Lay Minister?  

Be Certified as a lay servant, lay missioner (or equivalent as defined by his or her central conference) 

Receive Pastor and church council or charge conference recommendation. 

Complete track of study as relevant to your assignment as defined by Discipleship Ministries or the     

National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry in collaboration with Discipleship Ministries and the         

conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries or equivalent structure. 

District Superintendent recommendation  

Complete any appropriate screening & assessment. 

Receive approval from Conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries approval after interview with the 

district committee on Ordained Ministry. (DCOM) 

Once I become a Certified Lay Speaker, how do I maintain that? 

Submit annual report. 

Receive Pastor and church council or charge conference recommendation (again, part of our annual 

church conference meeting) 

Complete a Ministry review. 

Completes Lay Servant Ministries advanced course or approved continuing education event every two 

years. 

Receive District Superintendent recommendation. 

Receive Conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries approval every two 

years after interview with and recommendation from district committee on 

Ordained Ministry 

So that’s it. That is the full scope of all of the ways to participate in Lay Servant 

Ministries. What’s next? Sign up for the classes we are hosting this fall. The      

confirmed dates are November 1st and 2nd. We will be holding a Basic Course and 

an Advanced Course. The advanced course is on intercessory and public prayer.  

It would qualify for Lay Speaker training.  

For more information go to: https://dscumc.org/committee/lay-servant-ministries/ 
 
There is a cost for these courses along with the materials. If you are interested in 

attending, but aren’t sure you can afford this, please see me. (You need to anyway 

as part of the process!) 

I see many gifts and graces in each and every one of you. I pray that if you have been wanting to serve in a 

bigger capacity, you’ll make time for this course in November. 

Blessings! 
Pastor Amy 

~ Continued from Page 1 ~ 



 

4 

Blessings to you all, 

I hope you enjoyed Pastor Amy’s guest articles the last two months.  We have been 

in the process of switching our finance software from a desktop version to an online 

version and it has been painfully long, but I think we finally have the transition    

sorted out!  Apparently, you can teach an old dog new tricks, who knew?   

Now that we have this all squared away, I can give you our financials for the month 

of July.  General fund giving for the month of July was $11,275.71, compared to   

last year, which was $14,418.29.  Miscellaneous income for the month of July was 

$8056.49 compared to last July which was $6022.21.  Total income for July 2024 

was $19,332.20 compared to July 2023, which was $20,438.50.  As you can see, 

we are only slightly behind where our income was in July last year, but our general 

fund giving is down $3,140.56 from last year.  Our income to expenditures shows 

that we have a negative net income of $4,993.90 for the month of July 2024.  

Our general fund income for the year through July 31, 2024, was $84067.44      

compared to last year, which was $101,680.68.  We are down $17,613.24 from last 

year’s giving.  Total revenue for this year through July 31, 2024, was $109,345.32.  

Our profit and loss report shows that we have a negative net balance of $57,860.31 

for the year through July 31. 

We have had many unforeseen repairs this year, such as a new air conditioner unit 

to cool Pastor Amy’s and my offices and a repair for some electrical issues in the 

sanctuary, just to name a couple.  This building is getting up there in age, so I     

suspect we will continue to see some other unplanned repair expenses.  Also, as 

many of you know there was an increase in our electric bill and water rates have  

also gone up (as many of you are aware).     

As I request in every newsletter article, please pray and ask for the Lord to guide 
your giving and see if maybe the $50 dollar/month increase to your giving that Amy 
suggested in last month’s article is something that He is asking you to do.                 
I guarantee if He asks you to make this increase (or any other increase) and you 
obey his request, you will be blessed and so will the church. 

Tracy Sheehy 

 Finance Director 
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September 1st Guest Speaker: Rev. Amy E. Hirsch 

September 8th Nothing Can Separate: United Methodists & Suicide 
Scripture: Romans 8:31-39 NRSVUE 

September 15th What’s in the Stew? 
Sermon: God’s Mysteries 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 4:1-13 NRSVUE 

September 22nd What’s in the Stew? 
Sermon: God’s Manifold Grace 

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:1-11 NRSVUE 

September 29th What’s in the Stew? 
Sermon: Words from the Saints 

About Being a Steward 
Scripture: Luke 16:1-13 NRSVUE 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
Wednesdays at 8 a.m. 

 
Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 11 a.m.  
 

Adult  Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible Study 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m. followed by Study at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustees ~ Meets 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 in the Resource Center 
 
Nurture Team ~ 3rd Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.   
Next Meeting is: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 
 
Finance Team ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 in the Resource Center 
 
Church Council ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m. 
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 in the Resource Center 
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Next Gathering: 

Saturday, September 14, 2024 at 1 p.m. 
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Lots of Birthday Celebration Fun 
 at Grace Neal Preschool 
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Hi Rex & St. John's United Methodist Church, 
THANK YOU so much for opening your church as a place for our  
mission team to spend the night as we headed to the Navajo  
Reservation.  
Also, we thank you guys immensely for providing dinner and  
breakfast for our crew! We were blown away by your generosity. 
May God bless your church and ministry in Kingman! 
God bless, 
Laura Greenaway 
Valley Bible Church in Pleasanton, CA 
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The Pumpkins are Coming!!! 

Saturday, October 5, 2024 

We need you to help with all areas of  the 

Pumpkin Patch: unloading & setting up; 

staffing the patch during operating hours 

Please see Pastor Amy  

for more information 
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Nana’s Pantry located here at St. John’s UMC is:   

OPEN FRIDAYS FROM  
9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
St. John’s UMC also has a small clothing closet that is open on Fridays  during our            

Food Box distributions 
 

If you know someone that is in need,  
please let them know about us. 

 
If you are interested in being part of this  

ministry here at St. John’s,  
please contact Heidi in the Church Office at:  (928) 692-8828 or st.johns@citlink.net 

 

Please see the Giving Tree in the Lobby of the Worship Center  
for Tags with the needs of the Pantry if you would like to donate. 

Thank you! 
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P r a y e r s  f o r  o u r  N o r t h  D i s t r i c t  C h u r c h e s  

As part of the United Methodist connection we pray to support one another in ministry.  
During the month of September please pray for these churches, ministries,  
pastors, congregations, and communities. 

1) Parker UMC, Parker, Arizona 
2) St. John’s UMC, Kingman, Arizona 

Devin Arrants, Brian Barnacle, Justin Bayles, John Belcher, Chris Bradley, Greg Brewer,  
Dan Brocklehurst, Stacie Brown, Brady Burr, Ryan Burr,  Erik Burris, Lucas James Butler:          
Clint Caldwell, Bobby Carlson, Charles Carroll, Nathanial Castor, Amber Caswell, Richard Cole,   
Anthony Costa, Jenny Dalton, Colin Dyer, Daniel Eagan, Karen Eagan, Anthony Elliot,                 
Adam Ernesti, Austin Ernesti, Ben Ferrell, Christie Francis, Adam Georges, Ethan Granger,         
Holly Gibbons, Joey Gormany, Brenton Green, George Hatchell Jr., Colin Arno Henry;                      
Camerron Higbee, Jessica Huffer, Isaiah Huynh, Brian Illes, Jeremiah Johnson, Travis Johnson, 
David Kent, Jeffery Lederhouse,  Ryan Miller, Danny Morales,  Jennifer Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Katrina Powell, Tyler Radcliffe, Will Ray, William Ritchie, Juan Roman, Jamuel Ruiz,  
Bryson Salazar, Ben Schwartfigure, Sean Schwartfigure, Jared Shulpa, Matthew Simone,  
Troy Smith, Daniel Travis, Jeff Vicario, Ashley Caswell Walker, Andrew Weatherford,  
Jason Williams, Chad Wright   

P r a y  E v e r y  D a y  f o r  o u r  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s —         

 
 

To make changes to this list, please call the church  office at  (928) 692-8828                      
Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. —4 p.m. or email us at stjohnsprayerchain@citlink.net.      
We make every effort to keep the names on this list current, and we have a quarterly meeting to  

do so.  Your help is appreciated so please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Lois Baker; Jennifer Casey;  Kristen Coates; Sally Diehl; Debra Eberly; Gary Forde; Steven Frazine; 
Arno & Vera Gates; Patty George; Carol Halen; Paula Hupp; Julie Jensen; Ed Krause;  
Amy Lunsford; Dale McCartney; Betty Mixon; Krista Nielson; Family & Friends of Donni Rincon;   
Betty Rowe; Nandhini Sankar; Gert Schacht; Marc Schacht; Debbie Scott; Rodney Shutts;  
Karran Smith; Pam Smith; Rod Smith; Karen Spira; Jeremy Thomas; Don Waller; Lois Waller;  
John Walls; Pam Wally; Scott White; Zoe Wober; 

 Long Term Prayer List 
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Bulletin Announcements for church events are due to the church office by                        
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM.  Bulletins are printed on Tuesday afternoons. 

St. John’s Connection for church events and happenings are due to the 
church office no later than Tuesdays at 12 p.m.  

The Connection Email is sent out on Wednesday mornings. 
 
 
The October 2024 Newsletter deadline is:   
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 by 4:00 PM.  

 
 

You can e-mail your submissions, with Bulletin, 
Newsletter, or Connection in the subject line to Heidi at: 

st.johns@citlink.net. 

Publication Deadlines 

Group meetings Saturday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. in the  

St. John’s UMC Multi-Purpose Room 

Other Groups that meet here at St. John’s UMC 
 
 

Morning Glories 
Third Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. (September-June) 

 
T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

Friday mornings:   
        Weigh-In begins at 8 a.m. 
        Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Cerbat Garden Club 

Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. (August-June) 
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S e p t e m b e r  D a i l y  B i b l e  R e a d i n g s  

September 1 2 Corinthians 5:11-21; Psalm 45:1-17 

September 2 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Psalm 46:1-11 

September 3 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:7; Psalm 47:1-9 

September 4 2 Corinthians 7:8-16; Psalm 48:1-14 

September 5 2 Corinthians 8;1-15; Psalm 49:1-20 

September 6 2 Corinthians 8:16-24; Psalm 50:1-23 

September 7 2 Corinthians 9:1-15; Psalm 51:1-19 

September 8 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Psalm 52:1-9 

September 9 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Psalm 53:1-6 

September 10 2 Corinthians 11:16-33; Psalm 54:1-7 

September 11 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 55:1-23 

September 12 2 Corinthians 12;11-21; Psalm 56:1-13 

September 13 2 Corinthians 13:1-14; Psalm 57:1-11 

September 14 Galatians 1:1-24; Psalm 58:1-11 

September 15 Galatians 2:1-16; Psalm 59:1-17 

September 16 Galatians 2:17-3:9; Psalm 60:1-12 

September 17 Galatians 3:10-22; Psalm 61:1-8 

September 18 Galatians 3:23-4:31; Psalm 62:1-12 

September 19 Galatians 5:1-12; Psalm 63:1-11 

September 20 Galatians 5:13-26; Psalm 64:1-10 

September 21 Galatians 6:1-18; Psalm 65:1-13 

September 22 Ephesians 1:1-23; Psalm 66:1-20 

September 23 Ephesians 2:1-22; Psalm 67;1-7 

September 24 Ephesians 3:1-21; Psalm 68:1-18 

September 25 Ephesians 4:1-16; Psalm 68:19-35 

September 26 Ephesians 4:17-32; Psalm 69:1-18 

September 27 Ephesians 5:1-33; Psalm 69:19-36 

September 28 Ephesians 6:1-24; Psalm 70:1-5 

September 29 Philippians 1:1-26; Psalm 71:1-24 

September 30 Philippians 1:27-2:18; Psalm 72:1-20 

September Birthdays  

September 6—Patty Hockingberry 

September 7—Ruth Cisney;         
   Samuel Rhine 

September 11—Rebecca Faris 

September 14—Terri Chavez 

September 16—Pastor Amy 

September 17—Amelia Brackett 

September 18—Sandie Womack 

September 19—George Cisney;    
   Gert Schacht 

September 24—Lorraine Tucker 

Jan & Ed Pennington—9/1/2017 (7 yrs.) 
Rebecca & Ernie Faris—9/4/1976 (48 yrs.) 
Patricia & Greg Cropper—9/13/1974 (50 yrs.) 
Penny & Kermit Glenn—9/14/1985 (39 yrs.) 
Crystal & Wayne Faris—9/23/2006 (18 yrs.) 
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Sunday, September 1 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, September 2 
Labor Day ~ Church Office Closed 

5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 3 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

4:00 PM Community Book Club 

Wednesday, September 4 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, September 5 
5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 

6:30 PM Football Team Dinner 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 6 
8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
1:00 PM GriefShare 

Saturday, September 7 10:00 AM NA Meeting; 5:00 PM NA 1st Saturday 

Sunday, September 8 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, September 9 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 10 12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

Wednesday, September 11 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 AM Cerbat Garden Club 
11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study; 4:30 PM Preschool Board 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study; 6:30 PM Dad Matters 

Thursday, September 12 
10:00 AM Widow & Widowers 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 
6:30 PM Football Team Dinner; 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 13 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
1:00 PM GriefShare 

Saturday, September 14 10:00 AM NA Meeting; 1:00 PM Women’s Fellowship 

Sunday, September 15 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
2:30 PM New Member Class 
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Monday, September 16 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 17 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

10:00 AM Coffee with Friends; 5:30 PM Nurture Team Meeting 

Wednesday, September 18 

October 2024 Newsletter Deadline 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 AM Cerbat Garden Club 
11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, September 19 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
9:00 AM Morning Glories 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 
6:30 PM Football Team Dinner; 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 20 
8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
1:00 PM GriefShare 

Saturday, September 21 8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship Breakfast; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, September 22 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, September 23 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 24 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

Church Office Closed 

Wednesday, September 25 
Church Office Closed 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, September 26 
Church Office Closed 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 
6:30 PM Football Team Dinner; 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 27 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
Church Office Closed 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
1:00 PM GriefShare 

Saturday, September 28 
BLOOD DRIVE 

10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, September 29 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, September 30 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 
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St. John’s United Methodist Church 
1730 Kino Avenue 
Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 
Friday 8 am-2:00 pm 
(928) 692-8828/Fax (928) 692-8799 
 

Worship at St. John’s UMC 
Sundays: 

9:00 AM ~ Modern Praise 
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

 
‘Sunday’ Worship on Thursday 

Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 

Email: st.johns@citlink.net 
Website: stjohnsumc.com 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Pastor Amy Kalm 

Office Administrator Heidi Heer 

Treasurer   Tracy Sheehy 

Contemporary Music Director Chris Commisso 

Traditional Music Director Karin Kopecky   

Preschool Director  Mande Padilla 

Connection Staff 

District Superintendent Rev. Timote Piukala 

Resident Bishop Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut 


